Using the World Percussion Network:
Reading and Writing in Forums

Messages are used in both Electronic Mail and
the Forums area. E-Mail consists of private mes-
sages from one user to another, while Forum
messages are public messages from many users
that are readable by many users.

From the top menu (the first menu

Either way, the message is visible to anyone who
has access to the Forum. Writing a message to a
specific user gets his attention when he reads his
mail. When writing to an individual user, if you
can't remember their User-ID exactly, just type

in an approximation and the WPN

you see when connecting to the
WFPN), type “F” then press the
Return key to move into the Forums
area of the WPN. You'll then be pre-
sented with this prompt:

Your current Forum is /General:
Information of a general nature to
all users.

R ... Read messages

W... Write a message

Q... Quickscan menu

F ... Filescan

S ... Select a new Forum
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will try to find a match. All replies
in a Forum are automatically direct-
ed to the writer of the message
you're replying to.

Quickscan Multiple Forums—
Here’s another powerful variation
on reading messages. You can speci-
fy your own preferences for some of
the Forums, and even the kind of
information you'd like to see in
those Forums. That way you're
saved the trouble of switching to
several different Forums each time

X ... Exit from Forums

Reading Messages—There are many ways for
you to read messages in a Forum. Actually, most
of the features you'll find here are not for reading
messages. They're for finding the messages you're
interested in. Once you've read the message,
there are many options for what to do with it, and
what message to read next. There are several
ways for you to select Forum messages to read:

S—You can simply “scan” through them, which
means that you can start at the beginning (or a spec-
ified message number), and read along from that
point; you can follow conversation “threads”, etc.

L—You can list all of the messages in the
Forum, in any of three different formats: brief-
title, title, or full-text. Each shows a message
number which you can use later as a “scan”
starting point.

K—You can “keyword search” for them,
which means that you will be asked to specify
one or more "keywords“, or message contents,
that you are specifically interested in.

Writing Messages—You can write a message
in a Forum to a specific user, or to all the users.
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you log on, or of wading through
reams of messages that you're not interested in.

Filescan—This command looks only for mes-
sages with files attached. The Filescan option
from the Forum menu operates exactly like the
read option with one important difference: only
messages with files attached are scanned.
Everything else in the above description of read-
ing messages also applies to file scanning.

Select a new Forum—Enter ¢ to see a list of
Forums. Before you do anything else in the
Forums, you'll probably want to see what
Forums are online. Entering S? will display to
you a list of Forums available to you. If you
know which Forum you want to visit, enter S
and then enter the name of the Forum.

Threading—A thread is a group of messages
on the same topic. You'll probably find many dif-
ferent threads going on at the same time in a
Forum. Say you write a message and somebady
else writes a reply to it. You reply to that, some-
one else replies to it too, and before you know it,
a tree of messages is formed. All of these mes-
sages usually keep the same topic. We call this a
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thread. When you’re scanning messages, you
may come across a message with a lot of replies,
or one that's a reply itself. You can digress from
your scan to see what else has taken place on
this thread before you contribute yourself.
Threading forward and backward is chronologi-
cal. So in a complex thread you won't always see
a message next to its reply. —Norm Weinberg




