Connecting to the WPN for

the First Time

By Norm Weinberg

Making your connection to the WPN is easy. All it
takes is a computer (any make, any model), a mo-
dem, and some communication software. Modems
are now very inexpensive; I've seen them at dis-
count houses for less than $25.00. Many modems
come complete with communication software (re-
quired to translate information from your computer
to the modem) and all necessary cables. If your
modem didn’t include software, check with your
local computer user’s group. There are dozens of
freeware and shareware communication software
packages that are readily available.

Once you have your modem connected to your
computer, just start up your communication soft-
ware and adjust the settings to: 8 data bits, 1 stop
bit, and no parity. This set of instructions (com-
monly called 8-1-N) is so common and popular that
your software may already use these settings as a
default. You might also check your communication
software to be certain that something called “echo”
is turned off. The next step is to tell your computer
to dial 1-405-353-1441.

On the following pages is a full-text session of a
first-time logon of a fictional percussionist; this is
exactly what you will see on your computer’s screen
at home. As you follow along, the commands that
you type will be in bold-face. The messages that
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the WPN computer sends you will be in normal
type. Explanatory comments will be written in bold

type inside of square brack-
ets—[like this].

In this session, you will
be entering the WPN as a
new user, downloading a
copy of the WPN user’s
manual, filling out informa-
tion in the “Registry” so
that others can learn more
about you and your inter-
ests, and then logging off.
Notice that the entire ses-
sion takes only nine min-
utes (this may be slightly
longer if you have a slower
modem due to the down-
loading of the manual). If
you make this call when
phone rates are the lowest
(nights and weekends, your
total expense may be less
than a dollar!)

Ready? Here we go. Your
modem is now dialing the
WPN phone number!

As you connect with
the WPN,
please feel free to as
guestions or
leave comments about
the WPN.

We want your connectio
to the WPN and PAS
to help you grow
in your knowledge of

the percussive arts.
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. ﬂP1ea5e enter yeur full name: .
. Y ;mpana EOf course, enter your real 1nformat1on at these promptsl

;?Mhat = ycur street address¢

'“5g Je;presently affiliated wlth a school or company1 _
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Ok, now you can enter a

brief (39 characters max.) summary of yourself for

others to see in the directory (option "D" from the Registry menu).

Please enter your summary line:

Double bass drum maniac.

Ok, your entry has been added to the database.

Thanks for your participation!

Select an option (6,D,Y,L.X, or 2 for menu): x
LThe letter "X" nnll EXlt ynu from any prompt at any t1me]

Main System Menu (TOP)

Make your selection (T.I.F.E.L.A.P.D, R a, ? fcr help1 or X to ex1t) X

You are about to terminate this connectloni'

Are you sure (Y/N)?2 y

0Ok, thanks for calling the lWorld Percussion Network.
You were online for 9 minutes during this call.

The Percussive Arts Society is the world's largest organ1zat1on
devoted exclus1vely to the percussive arts.

"Connect with PAS™

As you can see, working with the World Per-
cussion Network is easy! After all, if you can
learn to play the drums, you can learn how to
operate the WPN! After your session, print out
a copy of the WPN User’s Manual (now on your

Welcome to the World

Hello, and welcome to Lawton, Oklahoma. My name
is Greg Brownsworth. I am the new kid on the block
of the WPN, and am pleased to be the new Local
SYSOP (systems operator) for the World Percussive
Network. Being new to WPN and PAS, I am looking
forward to meeting each of you as you contact the
WPN in its new location.

My background in computers started in 1985. I am
essentially self-taught on IBM and compatible com-
puters. I do not claim to be an expert, but as things
break down on my own computers, I have been able to
fix them and help others with some software prob-
lems. I have been teaching basic computer skills at a
local vocational technical school for almost four years.

I was born and raised in Okeene, Oklahoma,
where I played cornet in band from the 6th to 12th
grade. I have sung in church choirs since college. I
graduated with a B.S. Degree in Agricultural Eco-
nomics from Oklahoma State University and re-
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hard disk) and look it over. You might also plan
your next online session to read and respond to
a few messages in the Forums. I'm looking
forward to seeing all of you on the WPN
real soon. PN

Percussion Network!

cently earned an MBA degree
from Oklahoma City Univer-
sity. I have lived in Lawton for
14 years, am married, and have
a four-year-old daughter. My oc-
cupation is land management
and appraisal for an Oklahoma
state agency.

I have been an occasional user of bulletin boards
in the past and was honored to be chosen as the
Local SYSOP for WPN. This is a new challenge and
I am looking forward to working with Barry
Zimmerman. Barry has done a great job with the
WPN and I hope to continue helping him with the
same vision and enthusiasm.

As you connect with the WPN, please feel free to ask
questions or leave comments about the WPN. We want
your connection to the WPN and PAS to help you grow in
your knowledge of the percussive arts. PN

Greg Brownsworth

23



