


joints. The quality of construction
is such that | can't imagine what
kind of abuse these cables and
joints would need to suffer to show
any real damage.

CYMBALS

The cymbals on the NS2 Pro are
made by Smartrigger and are all
crafted with a metal playing surface
that has a clear, 1/16" plastic layer
on the bottom. The plastic damp-
ens the acoustic aspect of the met-
al, while still allowing the cymbal to
feel remarkably natural in terms of
feel and response. The crash cym-
bal features a choke area of 180
degrees, while the ride cymbal
senses strokes on the bell and on
the bow of the cymbal, and the hi-
hats sense strokes on both the
bow and the edge.

HARDWARE

The Ultimate Support chrome rack
that anchors the pieces of the kit is
solid and stable with two curved
front arms. The top arm holds the
mounted toms while the lower arm
holds the bass drum. In addition,
there are three extension arms that
hold the floor tom, the hi-hat cym-
bals, and the sound module of

your choice, and two cymbal
booms, which extend up from verti-
cal support bars. While the booms
may not seem to provide the high-
est degree of flexibility, | had no
problem putting the cymbals exact-
ly where | wanted them. The NS2
Pro also comes with a Gibraltar
double-braced snare drum stand
and all the cables you'll need to
connect the pads to a brain. In
fact, once you've got your drum
brain, all you'll need to start mak-
ing noise are a bass drum pedal
and a hi-hat controller.

PUTTING THE NS2 PRO
THROUGH ITS PACES
For this review, | used the NS2
Pro pads with a DrumKAT to trig-
ger sounds from my computer sys-
tem, the Alesis DM5 brain, and a
Yamaha brain. With all three ma-
chines, the kit responded well to
my touch, though | did find | need-
ed to perform a little head tuning
first. The head tension won't affect
the sound coming out of the brain,
but it will affect the way the drums
react to your playing. But once
you get all of your settings dialed
in, you won't have to go through
the process again.

For those seeking the expanded options and sound control of an
electronic kit, but unwilling to sacrifice the visual appeal of a traditional
one, the NS2 Pro comes highly recommended. One word of caution to
those planning on taking this bad boy on the road: with bearing edges on
the open side of the drum, you'll need to be extra careful to avoid nicks
and dings. Otherwise, it’s difficult to find anything that would significantly
improve these instruments in terms of their design and construction. As
for feel, which is no small consideration when purchasing an electronic
kit, this one is closer to an acoustic drum feel than any other electronic kit
I've played. But in the end, you definitely need to head down to your local
drum shop and try these out for yourself.

One point of concern that
popped up was with volume.
While the acoustic volume of the
NS2 Pro is certainly well below
that of an acoustic kit, it's not
nearly as quiet as a mesh-head or
rubber-pad electronic kit, at least
none that 've played. The folks at
R.E.T. say that the kit is compati-
ble with mesh heads, but that
would defeat the “real head feel
which is a significant selling point
of this setup. Also, since the rims
don't have any type of rubber cov-
ering, rimshots increase the
acoustic sound of the kit even
more. If you're playing in a venue
where the amplification is relative-
ly strong, you're audience won't

notice these sounds. If, on the
other hand, you're buying an elec-
tronic kit to practice at home while
the rest of the family is sleeping,
you might want to look elsewhere.

The feel of this kit is not unlike
the feel of a Remo practice pad.
With the heads muted by large
foam disks, they can't react in
quite the same way as real,
acoustic drums. There's a little less
give to the head and a little less re-
bound of the stick. However, | real-
ly didn’t find this to be too much of
a problem. Though it took a little
time to adjust to the feel and re-
sponse of these drums, once the
adjustment was made, | could relax
and play quite naturally. ®
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SPINNING
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Finally a book that
will teach you how
to become a private
music teacher! This
book will give you
great insight into the
world of teaching.
Students are
everywhere and The
Music Teacher's Manual will show you how to find
them, keep them, and develop them into fine
musicians...and you will make money doing it!!!

ISBN: 0-9705342-1-3 Retail Price: $16.95
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THE FIRST BOOK
EVER ON SPINNING
DRUMSTICKS.
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complete system!!! 3 Chapras
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*5 chapters

* 15 Basic spins
» 70 Variations
*22 Applications, plus 7 Combination forms, all on
our Multi-Regional DVD!!

ISBN: 0-9705342-0-5

Retail Price: $29.95
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